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In Michigan, statutes govern the practice of law. MCL 450.681 prohibits "any 
corporation or voluntary association to practice or appear as an attorney-at-law for any 
person other than itself in any court in this state or before any judicial body, or to make it 
a business to practice as an attorney-at-law, for any person other than itself." MCL 
600.916 forbids individuals from engaging in the unauthorized practice of law. But what 
constitutes the practice of law? Historically, Michigan courts have been reluctant to come 
up with a specific definition "for the reason that under our system of jurisprudence such 
practice [of law] must necessarily change with the ever-changing business and social 
order." StateBar ofMichigan v. Cramer, 399 Mich 116,133,249 NW2d 1 (1976), quoting 
Grand Rapids Bar Ass'n v. Denkema, 290 Mich 56, 64, 287 NW 377 (1939). Recently, 
however, the Michigan Supreme Court concluded in Dressel v. Ameribank, 468 Mich 557 
(2003) that it is possible to formulate a definition based on the purposes of the 
unauthorized practice of law statutes. The Dressel Court found that the unauthorized 
practice of law statutes were implemented to protect the public from "the danger of 
unskilled persons practicing law." See Comment, Unauthorized practice of law - The full 
service bank that was: Bank cashier enjoined from preparing real estate mortgages to 
secure bank loans, 61 KY L J 300, 301-302 (1972). With this purpose in mind, the 
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