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Parking deck may signal rebirth for Pontiac

Saving Phoenix Center structure could aid development of downtown

By Bill Laitner
Detrait Free Prem.

For years, Pontiac has
forged a legal and public batile

to tear down its big Phoenix
Center structure,

smackin the city center, claim-
ing the cost was too much for
the economically-downtrod-
den city.

0On the horizon, Illmull isa

sible reversal of the
lition order, an about-| l’ac: that
planners say could be
umdmnuwmtud rebirth
for downtown Pontiac.

Three years ago, Pontiac's
former emergency manager
usundlhedunod:r:ww The

built in the
1 Els had swelling mainte-
mance costs that Pontiac
couldnt  afford,

manager Lou Schimmel said.
He was seconded by Oakland
County officials, who'd been
monitoring Pontiac’s fiscal
troubles

But no one saw what was
— a series of

complex that depends on the
Phoenix C;ucr deck for 'n::'

cently, both sides seemed dug
in for an endless siege.
Yet, in the last three years,

soared.

Reversing decades of deficits,
Pontiac this year expectstoen-
joy a $108-million surplus in

lllmml
said. Thanks to that

n up mh:rrk!nd of cost:
mwminsmnrney fees. As of
, the total was more

wa ice  complex,
which sued Pontiac in 2013 to
block the Until re-
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Ironically, it's Schimmel who's
largely credited with endin;
the dtyh fiscal woes, throug

seem to justify the
Phoenix Center.
The sprawling deck has

Pontiac residents but music
fans from across the county,
said Mike a partner
with his father Chuck Ste-
phens and other investors in
the Ottawa Towers of fice com-

“Thegvehadmml’rmk-
lin, the Beastie Boys, a lot of
R&B artists, and people con-
tinue 1o say they have fond
memories of coming here,”
Stephens said. “We'd like to
see that come back,” he said.

That would be by night.

By dav.uwmuu structure

owner of the Crofoot nanquel
Hall and tclub, a block
north of the ix Center,
After i ordered
the deck razed, the city closed
it in August 2012. Crofoot cus-
tomers soon complained, said
McGowan, who besides run-

JESSICA
Phoenix Canter has 2,800 parking spaces on throe staries, topped by an amphitheater that holds 3,000 fixed saats phus space for 3,000 lawn chairs.

pleonly have somuch patience
— they want to park
and |:|:*..'ru:wI right In'.:ﬂe m
club clothing, but the surface
lots fill up, and then they can't
find a place and they just leave
the city,” he said.

A decision to keep the big

snrplns ‘Waterman this month
red Berkley's city manager
u Pontiacs new deputy may-

Thr surplus is allowing new
dreams to take shape for revi-
talizing the s long-mori-
P ety Ty e
a reconfiguring of the illad-
vised Woodward Avenue loop
around the downtown.

After years of inaction, re-
gional planners this month en-

deck would show that Pontiac
has learned what others know
across metro Detroit, in myri-
ad and

dale are mulling whether to
‘build them.
. In auto-centric southeast

spols: Pnrhng drives develop—
ment. New decks are going up
in Mt. Clemens and Rochester.
Other towns including Fern-

a region largely be-
refl of mass transit, not much
happens without access o
abundant parking for consum-
ers as well as employees, said

z/’
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Mike Stephens, facility manager and partner in Ottawa Towers in
Pontiac, stands on the stage of the Phoenix Center amphitheater.

dorsed un-doing the loop, so
that motorists cruise through

the downtown, not speed past
it, Waterman said. In addition,
an old theater shows signs of

reopening, and l restaurateur
with deep pockets seems in-
tenl on opening a
joint, she said.

Downtown Pontiac’s warm-
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Deputy Macomb County Exec-
utive John Paul Rea.

“As Pontiac fills their store-
fronts, there's probably going
to be a need again for that
parking capacity,” said Rea.
He spent eight years in Ma-
comb County's planning de-

‘r Schimmel said he'd

along with that

“I have said discreetly toall
parties, including the mayor,
that aﬂysduml\rymeug
with to end this 1iunuuu1
would favor,” Schimmel

I-‘rhi.ng(‘,‘:a view mmnmscru
use Schimmel still
oversees Pontiac's finances
from his role, appointed b{
Gov. Rick Snyder,on Pontiac’
Transition Advisory Board. He
ed that, at lest, he would
defer to Waterman on the
th:u Center.
“I'd like to see the mayor
settle this,” said Schimmel.
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ment, ing deve!
5?3.. in mdg‘::mr?lered uﬁ

p“‘l.u Mmomh County, we've
got a $65-million capital im-
provement under
wy.wdahmndthalw
building a tory struc-
fture next to our (county ad-

ministration) building in MI
Clunms muun for penpl:lo

.n]_w In engage the mmn‘a
needs,” he said.

Parking decks are ideal for
dnwmﬂumlmt.mulusinry
urban developments of the

an
elected Birmingham city com-
Nickita is familiar with the
Phoenix Center deck; his firm
once studied Pontiac’s down:
town for would-be dmlwen
In the resulting plan, “we kept
the deck and effectively
&shnn? it with a new exterior,

Decades  ago,

ham’s leaders went on a ﬂ:&
building spree, erecting five

g decks on the perime-
ter of the downtown, Nickita
said. The approach fueled so
much development that Bir-
mingham’s leaders are back at
n d.hcumng whether toadd a

&Hmaqﬂwmmmex

W
Paﬂrmg decks have beena
huge contributor to the suc-
cess of our downtown,” Nicki-
ta said.



