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Benchmark Litigation has named Bodman PLC its 2014
Michigan Law Firm of the Year.

The selection was announced at a national award ceremony
held on January 30 at the Essex House in New York.

State winners are chosen based on an analysis of case mat-
ters held during the prior year, including potential precedent
set or verdicts with notably high dollar amounts at stake.

“This award is a well-deserved recognition for our Litiga-
tion Group, which had a fantastic year in 2013” said Bodman
Chairman Ralph E. McDowell. “This is a true team win. The
award is not based on a single high-profile case but on a track
record of success over a broad range of matters for a variety of
clients.” 

Bodman’s Litigation and Alternative Dispute Practice
Group focuses on a wide variety of civil disputes ranging
from simple breach of contract claims to antitrust, securities,
professional liability, trade secret, and other complex matters

—————
Two partners in the Southfield office of Warner, Norcross,

& Judd LLP have been recognized as leading Michigan attor-
neys by Chambers USA 2014.

Mary Jo Larson and Lisa B. Zimmer were among 10
attorneys at Warner Norcross to be recognized by Chambers
USA. Both were acknowledged for their expertise in employ-
ee benefits and executive compensation.

For the 12th consecutive year, Chambers recognized Warn-
er Norcross as a leading law firm in the state.  In addition to
its strength in employee benefits, the firm was acknowledged
in the areas of banking and finance, corporate, mergers and
acquisitions, and commercial litigation.

—————
Hall, Render, Killian, Heath, & Lyman, a national health

care focused law firm with offices in Troy, is pleased to report
that it ranks 8th on The Hill newspaper’s 2013 top 10 list of
lobbying firms based on the number of new client registra-
tions.  Last year, the firm registered 28 new clients.

The recognition is rewarding for the attorneys in Hall Ren-
der’s Federal Legislative & Regulatory Advocacy practice
group which was created in 2012. The group routinely works
with agency personnel, members of Congress and staff of
health care-related committees and bring decades of experi-
ence in the development and implementation of health policy
initiatives for a variety of health care organizations.

—————
Kameron F. Bonner has been

named an associate attorney at
Rader, Fishman, & Grauer
PLLC.

Bonner’s primary focus is
preparing and prosecuting patents
of both mechanical and electrical
in nature.  While attending Wayne
State University Law School,
Bonner worked as a law clerk at
Rader, Fishman & Grauer where
he gained experience in multiple
areas of patent prosecution.   

Bonner graduated from Wayne
State University Law School.  He
also has a Bachelor of Science
from University of Dayton.  Bon-
ner is a member of the State Bar
of Michigan. 

Rader, Fishman, & Grauer is
also pleased to announce that
attorney Christopher Wen has
recently become a member of the
State Bar of Michigan.  

Wen joined the f irm as an
associate attorney in September
of 2013.  He was already a mem-
ber of the State Bar of New York
and State Bar of New Jersey.  

Prior to joining Rader, Fish-
man, & Grauer, Wen worked at an
intellectual property firm where
he worked extensively on prepar-
ing and prosecuting patent appli-
cations, particularly in the auto-

motive industry.  Wen focuses mainly on preparing and prose-
cuting patent applications in a variety of technical areas,
including various types of engineered mechanical and electro-
mechanical devices.  Wen also has experience in patent litiga-
tion, trademark prosecution and opposition proceedings, and
licensing. 

Wen earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of Michigan, and his law
degree from Brooklyn Law School. 

—————
Gov. Rick Snyder announced

the reappointment of Wolfgang
Mueller to the Michigan
Unarmed Combat Commission as
vice chairperson. 

Housed within the Michigan
Department of Licensing and Reg-
ulatory Affairs, the 11-member
commission regulates professional
boxing and mixed martial arts
events. Appointees serve four-year
terms, and their appointments are
subject to the advice and consent
of the Senate.

Mueller is an attorney with
Olsman, Mueller, Wallace, &
MacKenzie where he specializes
in wrongful conviction and police

misconduct cases as well as construction site litigation. Previ-
ously, he worked as an automotive engineer for Chrysler Corp.
Mueller is a second-degree black belt in the Korean martial art
of Tang Soo Do, and serves as an instructor at Boliard’s Mar-
tial Sciences Center in Canton. 

He received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in mechanical
engineering from Michigan State University and the Universi-
ty of Michigan–Dearborn, respectively, and earned a law
degree from the Detroit College of Law. Mueller will continue
to represent licensees in mixed martial arts.

—————
Charles H. Brower II, a

Wayne State University Law
School professor who is Of Coun-
sel with Miller Canf ield in
Detroit, will be a featured speaker
Feb. 20 and 21 for a law forum in
Houston.

“International Energy Arbitra-
tion” is the theme of the joint win-
ter forum of The Institute for
Transnational Arbitration and The
Institute for Energy Law. Both
institutes are divisions of The
Center for American and Interna-
tional Law and focus on providing
education and professional oppor-
tunities for lawyers and other pro-
fessionals.

Brower will conduct a luncheon interview honoring his
father,  Charles N. Brower, a prominent U.S. arbitrator who
has served since 1983 as judge of the Iran-United States
Claims Tribunal at The Hague. 

Professor Brower is an elected member of the American
Law Institute and winner of the Smit-Lowenfeld Prize for
2012. The prize recognizes the outstanding article published
in the year before on any aspect in international arbitration.

Brower has taught and written about human rights, interna-
tional business transactions, international commercial arbitra-
tion, the law of armed conflict and public international law for
more than 15 years. He is Of Counsel for Miller Canfield’s
International Dispute Resolution Section. He is a member of
the American Arbitration Association’s observer delegation to
UNCITRAL Working Group II, vice chair of the Institute for
Transnational Arbitration, director of the Atlanta International
Arbitration Society and the reporter for NAFTA developments
at www.KluwerArbitration.com.

Brower has been an advocate for the government of the
Republic of Costa Rica in advisory proceedings before the
International Court of justice. He earned his law degree from
the University of Virginia School of Law where his father was
selected as the John A. Ewald Jr. Distinguished Visiting Pro-
fessor. Before joining Wayne Law in 2012, Brower was the
Croft Professor of International Law at the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law.

—————
Plunkett Cooney recently named local associate attorneys

Paul J. Dwaihy and Patrick E. Winters as its newest share-
holders. 

Selected in 2013 as a Michigan Super Lawyers “Rising
Star” in Personal Injury Defense for Medical Malpractice,
Dwaihy concentrates his practice on defending medical liabili-
ty litigation. He represents physicians, hospitals, nursing

homes and long-term care facili-
ties in medical malpractice claims
and ordinary negligence actions
throughout the state of Michigan.
Dwaihy, who is a member of the
firm’s Mt. Clemens office, also
has experience defending a variety
of general litigation matters.

A member of the Macomb
County Bar Association and the
Litigation and Negligence sec-
tions of the State Bar of Michigan,
Dwaihy graduated from Michigan
State University College of Law in
2003. He received his undergradu-
ate degree from the University of
Michigan in 2000. 

Also a 2013 Michigan Super
Lawyers “Rising Star” in the area
of insurance coverage, Patrick E.
Winters focuses his practice
exclusively in this area of complex
litigation. 

Winters, who is a member of
the firm’s Bloomfield Hills office,
represents insurance companies in
coverage issues involving environ-
mental contamination, profession-
al liability, automotive, trucking,
construction defects, product lia-
bility, bad faith and personal and
advertising injury.

Winters is admitted to practice
in Michigan and Ohio; in federal
courts in Michigan, Indiana and

Wisconsin; as well as Pro Hac Vice in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. He is a member of
the Oakland County Bar Association. He is a member of the
State Bar of Michigan and the Tort, Trial & Insurance Practice
Section of the American Bar Association and the DRI-The
Voice of the Defense Bar. 

Winters graduated from Michigan State University College
of Law in 2003, and he received his undergraduate degree
from Michigan State University in 1999.

—————
Honigman, Miller, Schwartz,

and Cohn LLP is pleased to
announce that Philip J. Kessler
joined the firm as a partner in its
growing Litigation Department.
Kessler brings more than 40 years
of experience and a national repu-
tation as a successful trial lawyer
to Honigman. He will be located
in the f irm’s Detroit off ice.
Kessler is the third highly experi-
enced litigator recruited to the
f irm in the past three months.
Since January 1st, 10 attorneys
have joined Honigman’s Litigation
Department.

“I am extremely pleased to join
Honigman. Many of my clients

are Michigan-based companies with national and international
interests and it is important for me to be part of a firm with
such a strong foundation here,” said Kessler. “In Michigan,
there is no better place to be than Honigman. The firm has a
stellar reputation among its clients and peers. Its highly
ranked national litigation practice is well-known and contin-
ues to expand.”

Kessler focuses his practice on the prosecution and defense
of public and private companies, as well as individuals and
partnerships, in a broad range of business and intellectual
property issues. He has experience in a wide variety of mat-
ters including antitrust, audit malpractice, contracts, securities
fraud, corporate control contests, and intra-corporate and part-
nership disputes. Kessler also litigates intellectual property
issues arising from copyright, trademark, trade secret, unfair
competition, and patent infringement claims. He represents
clients in numerous industries, including automotive, advertis-
ing, health care, pharmaceutical, financial services, real estate
and manufacturing. In addition, Kessler has recently been
involved in high-profile, high-risk international arbitrations,
working with a prominent barrister at 12 Gray’s Inn Square in
London. 

He is a Fellow and has served as a member of the Board of
Regents and on the Executive Committee of the distinguished
American College of Trial Lawyers.  He also is a Fellow of
The International Society of Barristers and the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers. In addition, Kessler is a trustee,
secretary and executive committee member of the U.S.
Supreme Court Historical Society and is also a member of
the Appeal Board of the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law
in London, England. He has been consistently recognized as a
leading lawyer by Chambers USA: America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business, The Best Lawyers in America and
Michigan Super Lawyers. 

He earned his law degree from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley School of Law and an A.B. from the Universi-
ty of Michigan. He is admitted to practice in Michigan and
New York.

Kessler joined Honigman from Thompson & Knight LLP’s
offices in Detroit and in New York City.

In addition, Scot A. Hinshaw
has joined Honigman as a partner
in its Labor and Employment
Department’s Wage and Hour
Matters Practice Group. He is
located in the f irm’s Detroit
office.

Hinshaw brings to Honigman
15 years of experience practicing
labor and employment law. He
has a background in advising and
counseling clients in a wide range
of industries on matters involving
legal compliance, employment
policies, wages and hours, and
best practices. His experience also
includes litigating labor and
employment cases under the Fair

Labor Standards Act, the National Labor Relations Act, the
Family and Medical Leave Act, the Worker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification Act, the Americans with Disabilities
Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and ERISA.  

Hinshaw earned his law degree from Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center and a B.A. from the University of Maryland.
He is admitted to practice in Maryland, the District of
Columbia, and Illinois, and his admittance to the State Bar of
Michigan is pending.

He joined Honigman from Vedder Price PC in Chicago.
—————

Southfield-based Maddin, Hauser, Roth, & Heller PC
has been named as one of the “2014 Go-To Law Firms® at the
Top 500 Companies” in the area of Litigation.  

The honor, a result of work done by the firm’s Consumer
Finance/Regulatory Compliance and Real Property Litigation
Group, places the firm in an elite group that delivers work for
the in-house legal departments at Fortune 500 companies.

Published in Corporate Counsel’s In-House Law Depart-
ments at the Top 500 Companies, recipients are selected after
a research process that involves data provided by general
counsel at Fortune 500 companies, leading business execu-
tives, and law firms.

Led by Martin Frenkel and David Hart ,  Maddin
Hauser’s real property litigation team has experience in litiga-
tion, arbitration and other alternative dispute resolution pro-
cedures involving a wide variety of cases.  

Members of the firm’s real property litigation practice
group have represented clients across the whole spectrum of
real estate and banking matters in federal and state trial
courts, appellate courts, and administrative agencies and
boards.

—————
Young & Associates announced that J. David Garcia and

Jason Killips have been recognized as 2013 Rising Stars by
Super Lawyers Magazine.

Garcia specializes in complex commercial litigation,
including issues such as intellectual property, sales represen-
tative, automotive supplier, accountant liability, trade secret,
unfair competition, business and contract litigation. 

A graduate of the University of Michigan, Garcia contin-
ued his education at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
School of Law, where he earned his law degree. 

Killips focuses his practice on complex commercial litiga-
tion, which includes intellectual property, accountant liability,
automotive supplier and business dispute litigation. 

He received his undergraduate degree from the University
of Michigan and earned his law degree at the University of
Michigan Law School.
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Human Slavery and Trafficking: A Growing Epidemic
Feb. 11

The Wolverine Bar Association invites all attorneys and law stu-
dents to attend its February General Body Membership Meeting fea-
turing a special presentation: “Human Slavery and Trafficking: A
Growing Epidemic.” The meeting is on Tuesday, Feb. 11,  at 6 p.m. at
the law offices of Bodman, LLP, Ford Field, 1901 St. Antoine Street,
5th Floor, in Detroit. This program is designed to educate attendees
on the intricacies of this dangerous epidemic and the deep impact it
has on our community. Presenters include E. Christopher Johnson,
Jr., Associate Professor, Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Co-Chair,
Community Committee of the State of Michigan Human Trafficking
Task Force; Detective Sergeant Edward Price, FBI’s Southeastern
Michigan Crimes Against Children (SEMCAC) Task Force; Charlotte
V. Henry, Adults and Adolescents in Motion (A2IM) Nonprofit Orga-
nization. Please enter at Gate G or use the 2nd floor walkway from
the Ford Field Garage. Parking will be validated. Refreshments will
be served.

Public Opinion and 
Good Governance Lecture
Feb. 13

The Public Opinion and Good Governance Lecture Series will
hold a session on Thursday, Feb. 13, from 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. in room
2242 of the Wayne State University Law School Building, 471 W.
Palmer, Detroit. The Public Opinion and Good Governance Lecture
Series is a monthly conversation platform at Wayne Law that stems
from the recent Good Governance Summit in Detroit. The series will
foster a dialogue among the principal actors on the key governance
issues in the region and the state. For more information about this
event, contact Brianna Fritz at 313-577-2733 or
brianna.fritz@wayne.edu.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Drum Major for Justice Advocacy
Competition
Feb. 15

The 22nd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Drum Major for Justice
Advocacy Competition will be held Saturday, Feb. 15, at noon at the
Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Auburn Hills Campus, 2630 Feath-
erstone Road. Selected 11th and 12th grade students from local high
schools will present their position on a topic from the viewpoint of
Dr. King. Admission is free and light refreshments will be served
during the reception immediately following the program. The event is
sponsored by the D. Augustus Straker Bar Association, the Associa-
tion Of Black Judges Of Michigan and the Wolverine Bar Associa-
tion. Contact Tenicia Vanzant at 313-410-1294 or Shawntane
Williams at 248-436-2667 for additional information.

The DMBA Barristers Section
Presents: Pins ‘n’ Pinstripes
Feb. 20

Join the DMBA Barristers and other young attorneys in the Metro
Detroit area for a fun evening of networking, bowling, food, and
drinks. The event will be held on Thursday, Feb. 20, from 6 - 9 p.m.
at the Garden Bowl, 4140 Woodward Avenue in Detroit. Cost is $35
in advance, $40 at the door and includes three hours of bowling,
rental shoes, pizza, salad, soda, draft beer and house wine. For more
information, contact Mitzy Sharp Futro at msharpfutro@detroit-
lawyer.org or 313-961-6120 x201. 

Wayne County Family Law
Mentoring Round Table
Feb. 21

The Wayne County Family Law Bar Association presents the
Wayne County Family Law Mentoring Round Table staring at 12:30
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21, at The Bistro at One Detroit Center, 500
Woodward Avenue across from Third Circuit Court in downtown
Detroit. Those new to the practice of family law and seasoned practi-
tioners willing to share their experience are welcome to a lively
lunchtime chat, brown-bag style. Contact Friend of the Court Attor-
ney Anita Scott-Meisel at 313-224-4116 for more information.

MAJ Family Law Seminar
Feb. 21

The Michigan Association for Justice will hold its Family Law
Seminar on Friday, Feb. 21, at the Westin Southfield. The seminar is
an opportunity for both novice and experienced family law practi-
tioners to learn from some of the best family law attorneys and
judges in the state. Attendees will hear Justice Marilyn Kelly’s
keynote address. The Seminar will cover How to Avoid Legal Mal-
practice, negotiating your Initial Client Meeting, Trial Skill tips from
a practitioner and trial judge, utilizing techniques from the Peace-
making Pilot Court Program in your practice, and exploring how the
Michigan Supreme Court’s recent decision in 

impacts divorce judgments and custody orders. Contact
mlefke@michiganjustice.org or 517-321-3073 or go to www.michi-
ganjustice.org to register. Cost is $150 for non-MAJ members, $130
for MAJ members, and $70 for MAJ sustaining members.

Fifth Annual Tertzag
Tribute Dinner
Feb. 27

The friends and family of the Honorable Kaye Tertzag will host
the Fifth Annual Tertzag Tribute Dinner on Thursday, Feb 27, at the
Park Place Banquet Hall in Dearborn from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. Tickets
are $40.00 and include dinner and an open bar. Attendees are encour-
aged to wear purple to the event.  Those wearing purple will be
entered into a drawing for a door prize. Checks should be made
payable to: Tertzag Tribute Dinner, LLC and sent to 412 Berwyn,
Birmingham, MI 48009. For more information, contact  Kara Tertzag
Lividini at 313-645-9511 or ktertzag@gmail.com. 

McElroy Lecture
on Law and Religion
March 19

The annual McElroy Lecture on Law and Religion will be held on
Wednesday, March 19,  at 5 p.m. at Ss. Peter & Paul Jesuit Church.
This year’s lecturer is Prof. Sarah Barringer Gordon, Arlin M. Adams
Professor of Constitutional Law and Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. A complimentary reception will follow at
approximately 6:00 p.m. in the School of Law’s atrium, immediately
adjacent to the Church. Hosted by University of Detroit Mercy Law
Office of Alumni Relations.

Wayne County Family Law
Mentoring Round Table
March 21

The Wayne County Family Law Bar Association presents the
Wayne County Family Law Mentoring Round Table staring at 12:30
p.m. on Friday, March 21, at The Bistro at One Detroit Center, 500
Woodward Avenue across from Third Circuit Court in downtown
Detroit. Those new to the practice of family law and seasoned practi-
tioners willing to share their experience are welcome to a lively
lunchtime chat, brown-bag style. Contact Friend of the Court Attor-
ney Anita Scott-Meisel at 313-224-4116 for more information.

Gleaners Community
Food Bank Volunteer Day
March 22

The DMBA Barristers Section charitable committee has partnered
with the Women Lawyers Association of Michigan for a volunteer
event at Gleaners Community Food Bank on Saturday, March 22nd,
from 12:45 - 4 p.m.  We will be sorting and packing donated food in
preparation for delivery to the more than 500 partner agencies that
Gleaners supports throughout Southeast Michigan. If you’d like to
volunteer (or have any questions), contact Daniel Phillips at
dphillips@dickinson-wright.com or 313-223-3099.

—————

 


